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Guide to ‘Introducing Students to Turnitin’ 
Turnitin is available for campus-wide use in Semester 2, 2014. Many students may be unfamiliar 
with its use, so we recommend that you provide them with information as soon as possible, pref-
erably during the first lecture of the semester when assessment and similar issues are covered. 
We have developed 3 presentation slides that you are free to use, or modify if need be, to assist 
effective communication. 

The content and key messages of the slides are detailed below, along with further information 
that you might find helpful. 

Slide One: What is Turnitin? 
The first slide provides an overview of the functions of Turnitin.  

Text-matching software: Turnitin is sometimes mis-
leadingly described as ‘plagiarism detection’ software, 
but it cannot detect breaches of academic integrity 
unassisted. Rather, it has powerful ‘text-matching’ 
features that are highly likely to detect text that is al-
ready in the Turnitin database, which indexes works 
from a wide range of online sources.  

Online marking: Turnitin offers Grademark, which 
provides assignment marking and comment/feedback 
features. This is optional for teaching staff. 

Moodle (Wattle) Integration: Some students may 
already be familiar with Turnitin via turnitin.com; how-
ever, at the ANU, Turnitin is now integrated with Moodle (Wattle) so that students do not need to 
leave their course sites to access it, or have the need for separate accounts. 

Slide Two: Key Messages 
The second slide explains the rationale for the adoption of Turnitin. 

Academic Integrity: Turnitin has been implemented 
to assist academic staff and students to ensure that 
all graded work conforms to the relevant ANU policies 
on academic integrity, but it can be also used improve 
student writing through developing better referencing 
skills and ensuring originality. 

Student Assessment Policy: The use of Turnitin by 
teaching staff and students is optional and supported 
by the revised Student Assessment (Coursework) poli-
cy. Students can opt-out of submitting assignments 
through Turnitin, but only on an assignment-by-
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assignment basis. This is to conform to Australian law because it is a condition of use that stu-
dents must agree to terms set out in the Turnitin End User License Agreement (EULA) to use the 
Turnitin service before they can upload their assignments to the Turnitin database. 

Help with Turnitin: A Student Turnitin FAQ is available from ANU Online web site (see links be-
low). 

Slide Three: Turnitin Originality Reports 
The final slide informs students about the ‘default’ configuration for Turnitin assignments in Moo-
dle (Wattle). 

Default configuration: This enables students to 
submit their assignments an unlimited number of 
times before the due submission date (after the 
first submission only one Originality Report will be 
provided per-24 hour cycle). 

Originality Reports: After submission of an as-
signment, students will receive an Originality Re-
port. This gives the assignment a ‘similarity index’ 
(expressed as a percentage) based on the amount 
of matched text in the assignment. There is no 
‘ideal’ percentage threshold in a Turnitin Originality 
Report. If students are confident about the origi-
nality of their work, and that it conforms to assignment requirements, then the final ‘similarity in-
dex’ percentage is not relevant. 

Help with Academic Writing: Help with academic writing and referencing is available from the 
Academic Skills and Learning Centre 

 
Useful documents and links 

ANU Online 
http://online.anu.edu.au/turnitin 

§ Introducing Students to Turnitin (presentation slides) 

§ Turnitin FAQs for Students  

§ Turnitin FAQs for Lecturers  

ANU Policies 
https://policies.anu.edu.au 

§ Code of Practice for Student Academic Integrity 
https://policies.anu.edu.au/ppl/document/ANUP_000392 

§ Student Assessment (Coursework)  
https://policies.anu.edu.au/ppl/document/ANUP_004603 

Academic Standards and Quality 
Office 
http://drss.anu.edu.au 

§ Academic Integrity information for Staff 
http://drss.anu.edu.au/asqo/academic-integrity.php 

§ Academic honesty and plagiarism information for Students 
http://students.anu.edu.au/aep/honesty.php 

Academic Skills and Learning 
Centre 
https://academicskills.anu.edu.au  

§ Academic Integrity 
https://academicskills.anu.edu.au/resources/handouts/aca
demic-integrity 

	  


