ARC Linkage Infrastructure, Equipment and Facilities (LIEF) 2019
Request for Contribution from ANU Strategic Research Funds
Process and Timeline

	22 January 2018
	LIEF applications open in RMS

	25 January 2018
	Central EOI deadline – EOIs should include the following information if known:
LE19 ID; Title; names of CIs and Partner Institutions; total cost / ARC request.

	25 January 2018
	Strategic Research Funds early round submission deadline 

	3 February 2018
	Confirmation of Strategic Research Fund in-principle outcomes

	8 February 2018
	LIEF EOI information shared with external Universities for planning

	22 February 2018
	Strategic Research Funds late round submission deadline – final date for consideration for central funds. [For clarity, applications can still be made to ARC but will not be centrally supported]

	27 February 2018
	Confirmation of Strategic Research Fund in-principle outcomes

	28 March 2018
	LIEF application submission deadline


Please consider internal College deadlines provided to you.
Principles and Criteria for LIEF contributions

ANU-led. Strategic Research Funds may be up to 25% of the total direct cost of an ANU-led LIEF application. SRF commitments are capped to $400,000 unless discussed directly between the College Dean and DVC(RI).

Externally-led. Cash contributions to externally-led ARC LIEF applications are limited, and conditional on a fair and equitable return on investment to the university through cash and/or access to that equipment. The University’s commitment should be consistent with other partners on the bid. For external projects where no cash comes to ANU, 1:1 matching of the strategic university funding by other areas of the university will be required.

Over-leveraging (ANU-led bids). The ARC will fund a maximum of 75% of the project costs. In a constrained environment, ANU should not over-commit cash to projects beyond what is required for eligibility and competitiveness. For ANU-led bids:

· The ARC request should be at least 60% of the total project costs (including all ANU and partner contributions). 

· ANU should not commit more than one-third of the total cash project costs taking into account all ARC and partner contributions 
· This includes leveraging MEC awards as cash commitments to LIEF bids
The strategic contribution from SRF supporting ANU-led bids may be reduced to reflect the parameters above and normalise the overall level of ANU cash commitment.

RSD and the DVCRI Office will assess applications against these parameters as part of forming recommendations to the DVCRI. The assessment will be based on draft budgets provided as part of the SRF application. College ROs/Finance offices are not expected to check against these parameters as part of compliance checking, however any major changes to budget model after SRF approval should be discussed with the DVCRI Office.
	Important Note for Project Budgets

	Late changes to projects in the lead-up to submission can lead to a redistribution of the budget. The ANU strategic amount of 25% is approved is an “up-to” dollar value based on total costs. 

· If total costs decrease, please ensure the ANU contribution is also adjusted down.

· If total costs increase, and urgent changes are required, contact Preaward.RSD@anu.edu.au.

For external projects, if the project, partners or cash leverage change significantly, please contact Preaward.RSD@anu.edu.au



	Note for Awarded Projects

	Where a project is funded but cut by more than 25% on the ARC request, RSD will promptly work with the office of the DVC Research and Innovation to reassess the commitment. The lead ANU CI, School and/or College may be asked to provide specific information on the viability or re-scope of the project, and that it continues to represent a strong return on investment. Communications for such instances will copy the DVCRI Executive Officer, RSD Funding & Development team and College RO liaison.


Contact points
· Contact your College Research Office 
· PreAward.RSD@anu.edu.au
Request for Contribution from ANU Strategic Research Funds
	Proposal & ANU Lead CI Details

	Proposal ID (LE1901XXXX)
	

	ANU Lead CI:
	

	Lead Organisation on Proposal: 
	

	Proposal Title: 
	

	College: 
	

	Local Area:
	


	Case against Criteria (up to 1 page)

	· Alignment with ANU / College / School strategic research priorities

· High quality and competitiveness of application

· Return on Investment to ANU in tied cash, building critical mass, growth, future revenue potential - Justification of budget
· Strong support from the College and School
· Comments on leveraging. 


	Major Equipment Committee (1 page)

	· If this LIEF bid relates to any awarded, submitted, or unsuccessful MEC grants, please explain the relationship including relevant financial/leveraging details.


	Budget – please complete the attached spreadsheet to be completed and returned by College Research Offices.


	Certification

	ANU Lead CI Name:
	

	Position:
	

	Email:
	

	CI Signature:
	

	Project Delegate’s name:
	

	Project Delegate’s signature:
	

	CRO Contact Name:
	


