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Appendix A – Progress against approval conditions 
 

Conditions Progress  

1. Prior to the commencement of the 
action, a building survey and an archival 
recording of all heritage asset onsite 
must be undertaken in accordance with 
the measures specified in the NSW 
heritage office archival guideline.   

A record of the archival recordings must 
be stored at an appropriate location in the 
locality that both current and future 
generations can readily access.  

Documentary evidence that this 
requirement has been met must be 
provided to the Department prior to 
commencement of the action.  

A fully compliant archival recording was 
undertaken in 2015 by Extent Heritage.  
A digital copy of this recording is available on 
the ANU Digital Collections of the ANU 
Archives - http://hdl.handle.net/1885/141186 

From the records that have been reviewed in 
the compilation of this update, correspondence 
regarding compliance with this condition has 
not been found between ANU and the 
Department in the project files. 

If the Department was not notified of the 
completion of this document, this report serves 
as the notification that the document was 
completed prior to commencement of the 
action.  

2. Within one year of the demolition of the 
Old Administrative Area (OAA) buildings, 
the project area must be landscaped in a 
manner that commemorates and 
interprets the values of the OAA precinct 
for which it is recognised.  

This includes (but need not be limited to):  

a) The retention of four groups (of two or 
three) portal frames from Buildings 3I 
and 3J (either the original frames or 
fabricated replicas);  

b)The use of in-ground markers to 
delineate the location and shape of 
original building footprints and/or original 
portal frames from Buildings 3G, 4C, 4E 
and 4F 

c) The inclusion of heritage interpretation 
displays, signage and public artwork. 
Signage must include some form of 
internet based interpretation such as QR 
codes described in the 2012 Heritage 
Interpretation Strategy; and 

d) The retention of Building H in situ. 

The demolition commenced and completed in 
2016. 

Landscaping and interpretive elements of the 
project are yet to commence. The site is 
temporarily occupied by construction related 
infrastructure for two nearby projects. 

The Department will be informed of the 
completion of the works when this occurs, and 
the landscape work commences.  

a) Four groups of frames were retained based 
on their condition. 

b) ANU wrote to the Department in 2015 
outlining the issues with proposed use of in 
ground markers and suggested an alternative 
approach. 

c) Interpretive displays and signage will be 
included in the landscaping works once it 
commences.  

To meet the requirement for internet based 
interpretation, ANU Heritage engaged 
Glasshouse Creative Media to undertake 360 
degree photographic recordings of several 
buildings to develop an interactive app ‘A Shed 
in A Paddock’ which launched in 2016 – this app 
interprets and communicates the history of the 

http://hdl.handle.net/1885/141186
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Conditions Progress  
OAA to the community and will be linked to the 
signage. It has had more than 3000 downloads 
to date. 

d) Building 3H has been retained and protected 
in situ as specified. 

3. Within one year of the date of this 
approval, the person taking the action 
must engage a suitably qualified person 
to prepare a report which identifies the 
themes and stories that will be 
celebrated on site post-demolition works. 
The report must include:  

a) a collection of oral histories associated 
with the OAA;  

b) photographs from the archival 
recordings required by condition one; 

c) the original construction drawings and 
specifications of the OAA; and  

d) a comparative analysis of the OAA 
with other prefabricated buildings in the 
Canberra region (having particular 
regard to the OAA’s potential 
significance under criterion d) 
representative qualities). 

This report has been completed and compiled 
by the ANU Heritage Advisor. It is available on 
the ANU website. 

a) Only one oral history was undertaken after a 
significant call out for interested parties was 
less than successful. ANU will continue to add 
to this collection as more information becomes 
available.  

b) Photographs are included in this report. 

c) All drawings and associated material 
available in the ANU, ACT and National 
Archives has been collated, much of this 
material was limited due to expiration of 
archival retention policies.  

d) This research report was undertaken by Dr 
Sandy Blair, historian and academic.  

4. The person taking the action must 
ensure that building 3H is retained in situ 
(in its entirety) and is protected from 
damaged associated with demolition 
works. 

Building 3H remains in situ and has not been 
damaged by works associated with the 
demolition.  

5. Within six months of the date of this 
approval, the person taking the action 
must submit to the Minister for approval 
a Strategy that details how Building 3H 
will be conserved or adaptively reused in 
a manner that is sympathetic to the 
heritage values for which the OAA is 
recognised.  

Until such time as the Strategy is 
approved, the person taking the action 
must maintain and protect Building 3H 
from any further deterioration from its 
current state/condition.  

A strategy was prepared in March 2015; 
however, the correspondence on file does not 
clarify if this was submitted to the Minister for 
approval.  

The Strategy is attached to this report for 
consideration by the Department and the 
Minister.  

As per this condition, Building 3H remains in 
situ and has not been damaged by works 
associated with the demolition. Hazardous 
materials were removed in 2016 to align with 
other works in the HMMP, see Condition 6 
below.  
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6. Prior to commencement of the action, 
the person taking the action must 
prepare a Hazardous Materials Plan 
(HMMP) which: 

a) identified all types of hazardous 
materials that are known (and/or likely) to 
occur on site 

b) addressed how hazardous waste will 
be handled and removed from site and 
where it will be deposited; and 

c) detail the remedial measures for 
ensuring risks to human health and 
safety are minimised (both during, or 
post demolition works).  

Hazardous Materials Audits were complete in 
2011 and 2019. 

A HMMP was prepared in September 2015 by 
Robson Environmental. It meets the 
requirements of conditions 6A, 6B and 6C.  

In May 2017, Robson Environmental were 
engaged to develop a Hazardous Materials 
Survey & Management Plan for H Block.  

Standard Conditions of Approval  

7. Within 30 days of the commencement 
of the action, the person taking the action 
must advise the Department in writing of 
the actual date of commencement.  

From the records that have been reviewed in 
the compilation of this update, correspondence 
of this regarding compliance with this condition 
has not been found between ANU and the 
Department in the project files. 

ANU apologise if correspondence was not 
received by the Department on this matter and 
wishes to inform the Department that the action 
commenced in January 2016. The action is 
ongoing and is yet to be completed. 

8. The personal taking the action must 
maintain accurate records substantiating 
all activities associated with or relevant to 
the conditions of approval including 
measures taken to implement any 
management plan, report or strategy 
required by this approval, and make 
them available on request to the 
Department.  Such records may be 
subject to audit by the Department or an 
independent auditor in accordance with 
section 458 of the EPBC At, or used to 
verify compliance with conditions of the 
approval. Summaries of audits will be 
posted on the Department’s website. The 
results of audits may also be publicised 
through the general media.  

Accurate records have been kept of all activities 
undertaken to date. ANU is able to provide 
these to the Department on request. 
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9. Within three months of every one year 
anniversary of the commencement of the 
action, the personal taking the action 
must publish on their website addressing 
compliance with each of the conditions of 
approval, including implementation of 
any management plans as specified in 
the conditions. Documentary evidence 
providing proof of the date of publication 
and non-compliance with any of the 
conditions of this approval must be 
provided to the Department at the same 
time the compliance report is published.  

From the records that have been reviewed in 
the compilation of this update, notification of 
compliance with this condition has not been 
sighted in the project files for 2017 or 2018 
(which would have been the anniversaries of 
the commencement in January 2016).  

ANU has since added this compliance report to 
the website as a statement of compliance with 
the approval to date, this would meet the 
requirement to notify within three months of the 
two year anniversary of the commencement 
(2018). 

This report serves as notification of this 
condition, and as a record of compliance with 
other conditions.  

ANU will ensure this is an ongoing process and 
compliance is closely monitored going forward. 

10. Upon the direction of the Minister, the 
person taking the action must ensure that 
an independent audit of compliance with 
the conditions of approval is conducted 
and a report and a report submitted to the 
Minister. The independent auditor must 
be approved by the Minister prior to the 
commencement of the audit. Audit 
criteria must be agreed to by the Minister 
and the audit report must address the 
criteria to the satisfaction of the Minister.  

ANU will comply with this requirement if 
directed by the Minister. 

11. If the person taking the action wishes 
to carry out any other activity otherwise 
than in accordance with ‘the strategy’ as 
specified in the condition (5), the person 
taking the action must submit to the 
Department for the Minister’s written 
approval a revised version of the 
strategy. The varied activity shall not 
commence until the Minister has 
approved the varied strategy in writing. 
The minister will not approve a varied 
strategy unless the revised strategy 
would result in an equivalent or improved 
environmental outcome over time. If the 
Minister approved the revised strategy, 

ANU will comply with this requirement if ‘the 
strategy’ is proposed for change.  
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that Strategy must be implemented in 
place of the strategy, originally approved. 

12. If the Minister believes that it is 
necessary or convenient for the better 
protection of the environment to do so, 
the Minister may request that the person 
taking the action make specified revision 
the ‘the strategy’ specified in condition 
five and submit the revised strategy for 
the Minister’s written approval. The 
person taking the action must comply 
with any such request. The revised 
approved strategy must be implemented. 
Unless the Minister has approved the 
revised strategy, then the person taking 
the action must continue to implement 
the strategy originally approved, as 
specified in condition five. 

ANU will comply with this requirement if 
directed by the Minister. 

13. If at any time after five years from the 
date of this approval the person taking 
the action has not substantially 
commenced the action, the person taking 
the action must not substantially 
commence the action without the written 
agreement of the Minister. 

ANU has substantially commenced the action, 
and it is ongoing.  

14. Unless otherwise agreed in writing by 
the Minister, the person taking the action 
must publish all management plans, 
reports, and strategies referred to in 
these conditions of approval on their 
website and notify the Department within 
one week of doing so.  

For condition three, the report must be 
published within one year of the date of 
the approval, For condition five, the 
strategy must be published within 30 
days of the strategy being approved. For 
condition six, the HMMP must be 
published prior to commencement of the 
action.  

From the records that have been reviewed in 
the compilation of this update, notification of 
compliance with this condition has not been 
sighted in the project files.  

ANU has since updated the website to include 
all required documentation. 

This report serves to meet the requirement of 
ANU to notify the Minister that these items have 
been added to the website.  

For condition 3, this report serves as 
notification that the report has been published 
on the website. The publishing of this report 
was delayed as detailed. 

For condition 5, this report serves as 
notification of the preparation of the strategy, 
we await approval of this strategy by the 
Minister. 
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For condition 6, the HMMP for the whole site 
(2015) and for H Block (2017) has been 
published on the ANU website.  

 


