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1. Purpose 

There is quite a bit involved with this as lead paint removal needs to be notified to the regulator and the personnel 
involved must undergo blood tests as a baseline. Depending on the paint (lead based or lead) and whether it has 
been overpainted with acrylic or water based paint then different removal products are required (peel away for 
water based and heritage for lead). 

2. Removal alternatives 

If paint is in good condition there may be no need to remove it unless major renovation and comprehensive 
removal is planned. However, lead-based paint should be removed from areas that are likely to be chewed or 
licked by children, knocked or subject to friction. Alternatives to paint removal include: 

2.1 Painting over lead-based paint 
• Only paint over lead-based paint if surfaces are in good condition. If the paint is flaking or chalking, 

prepare the surface by a light wet sanding with wet-and-dry sandpaper to help the paint stick to the 
surface. Take care not to generate lead dust or contaminate the area with water from the wet-sanding 
process. 

• Painting over the paint is a temporary solution limited by the life of the paint. 

2.2 Covering lead-based paint with other materials 
• Cover lead-based paint on exterior surfaces with durable materials, such as aluminium cladding or 

weatherboard and thoroughly seal all gaps. 

• Cover internal surfaces with durable materials that will not tear, chip or peel. These include plasterboard, 
vinyl wall coverings, wood panelling and floor coverings such as carpet, tiles or vinyl. 

3. Safe removal methods 

Different ways of removing lead paint create different risks to health, which need to be properly controlled. Safe 
methods include: 

3.1 Wet scraping 

Risk: Dust may be produced during the scraping process if paint is not wet properly, spreading flakes of paint 
around the worksite. 

Control: 
• Wear a half face respirator with P2 particulate filter during removal and clean up. 
• Use a plastic drop sheet that has the edges raised with wooden studs to collect water. 
• Collect paint debris properly. 

3.2 Chemical strippers 

Risk: Some strippers contain flammable solvents which can burn the skin or produce vapours that are highly toxic. 
Even after chemical stripping has been done, sanding after this method may still produce lead dust. 

Control: 
• Wear a half face respirator for organic vapours, safety glasses, overalls and chemically resistant gloves. If 

further sanding is required after applying a chemical stripper, wear a combined particulate and organic 
vapour filtration cartridge respirator. 

• Consult the SDS for further information. 
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• Ensure area is well ventilated. 

3.3 Wet hand sanding 

Risk: Dust may be produced if paint is not wet properly before sanding. Fine lead residue is left after water dries. 

Control: 
• Wear a half face respirator with P2 particulate filter during removal and clean up. 
• Use plastic drop sheet that has the edges raised with wooden studs to collect water. 
• Wash down surfaces carefully. 

3.4 Dry power sanding with HEPA vacuum attachment sanding 

Risk: Lead dust may be generated if the shroud of the sander extends beyond the surface being sanded or if the 
sander is not kept flat on the surface. 

Control: 
• Training and experience. 

4. How to set up the site 
 

4.1 Working on the exterior 
• Complete exterior work before doing the interior. Remove any lead dust in the building generated by 

exterior work during the interior clean up. 
• Cover the ground and vegetation with plastic sheeting extended two metres from the base of the building 

and an additional metre for each storey to catch dust and debris. 
• Use impervious materials such as tarpaulin or plastic sheeting to prevent dust from travelling to 

neighbouring properties. Attach the tarpaulin to house guttering at the top and to the plastic ground 
sheet at the bottom. 

• Use bricks or rocks to hold the edges of the plastic sheeting in place and place wooden studs under the 
edges of the sheeting to contain liquid. 

• Close windows and doors to prevent dust from entering the building. 
• Avoid working in windy conditions, as the lead dust and paint might be blown off the plastic sheeting as 

it dries. 
• Move play equipment and personal belongings away from the work area and cover sandpits. 
• Advise the neighbours to close windows and doors while exterior work is being done, move play 

equipment away from the boundary fence and cover their own sandpits. 
• Exclude all others from the work area, especially pregnant women, children and pets. 

4.2 Working on the interior 
• Remove furniture, rugs, curtains, food, clothing and other household items. 
• Cover the floor with disposable double plastic sheeting and tape the sheeting to the skirting boards. 

Dispose of the top sheet with the debris. 
• Keep the bottom sheet in place during the wash down. 
• Cover or temporarily remove carpet to prevent it becoming contaminated with lead dust. Lead dust is 

difficult to remove from carpet, even with a HEPA vacuum cleaner. Carpet exposed to chalking or flaking 
paint may need to be replaced. 

• Cover openings, such as gaps around pipes and between floorboards, immovable surfaces such as 
counter-tops and shelves with plastic sheeting and heavy duty tape to prevent dust from entering. 

• Tape around the door seals of refrigerators. 
• Turn off forced-air heating and air conditioning. Cover and seal doors and air ducts for heating and cooling 

systems. 
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• Cover entrances to the work area with two lengths of plastic sheeting which overlap each other in the 
middle. Tape the outside edges at the top and sides to the door jambs. 

• Close the windows unless using a torch or open flame or chemical strippers. 
• Use exhaust fans when using chemical strippers indoors. 
• Repair or replace torn sheets immediately. 
• Exclude all others from the work area, especially pregnant women, children and pets. 

5. How to clean the site 

• Remain in protective clothing, including gloves and respirator when cleaning the site. 
• Place large disposable items including the plastic sheet and other debris into tough plastic bags. 
• Vacuum all surfaces including the tarpaulin used for exterior work with a suitable commercial vacuum 

cleaner fitted with a HEPA filter. 
• Wet-clean hard surfaces using a carpet steam cleaner or by wet mopping several times. Put dust into 

tough sealable plastic bags. Alternatively, some contract cleaning services offer an effective chemical 
method of removing lead dust. 

• Do not use a broom, compressed air or a vacuum cleaner without a HEPA filter as it will spread lead dust. 
• Use a spray bottle to wet down all dust and debris lying on the plastic sheeting before taking them up. 
• Wipe down all surfaces in the work areas with a damp cloth. 
• Wash the area with 25 grams of 5% trisodium phosphate (TSP) in five litres of hot water or sugar soap. 

Renew the solution frequently to prevent it becoming contaminated. 
• Dispose of cloths and mops to avoid spreading lead dust during cleaning. 
• Vacuum dry surfaces such as skirting boards, architraves, window sills, casings, shelves and counter-tops 

until no dust or residue remains. 
• Dampen dusty outside areas with spray from a garden hose and sweep and collect debris. Avoid dry 

sweeping since it spreads lead dust. 
• Shovel paint debris into heavy duty plastic bags. 
• Remove the top layer of contaminated soil and put into tough sealable plastic bags. 
• Clean tools with TSP solution or sugar soap. 
• Clean respirators after use and store them in a container away from the lead source. 
• Remove contaminated clothing before leaving the work area and place clothes in a plastic bag until 

washed. 
• Clean up the site frequently throughout the day and vacuum at the end of each day. 

6. How to dispose of lead contaminated waste 

• Place lead-containing debris into deflated heavy duty plastic bags and seal them. 
• Pour lead-contaminated water generated as a result of wet scraping or sanding, or during clean-up, into 

a strong, securely sealed container. 
• Provide short-term secure storage. 
• Transport debris and solid waste materials containing lead to waste facilities. 
• Check with the waste management section of the EPA about proper waste disposal. 
• Ensure that all bulky items are covered during transportation. 

ACT does not accept any lead waste in a slurry or liquid form. 
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