
Finance Managers’ Meeting 

Tuesday 18 June 2013 

Minter Ellison Room, Law School 

Present: Peter Shipp (F&BS), Melissa Abberton (F&BS), Anne Millward (CBE), Robyn White (CAP), 

Graeme Lindner (RCC), Matt Talbot (CASS), Renee Brand (CECS), Charles Mazvidza (DR&SS), Anita 

Fitch (COL), Luke Beckett (F&BS), Trevor Langtry (F&BS), Kerryn Blagdon (COS), Alison Magoffin 

(ITS), Greg Lally (HR & SIS) 

Apologies: David Sturgiss (F&BS), Tim Bateman (F&S), Janice Carruthers (ARP), Amanda Walker (NCI),  

Jaya Ganasan (F&BS). 

1. Welcome 

The meeting commenced at 12.40pm.  Peter Shipp chaired the meeting.   

2. Matters Outstanding from Prior Meeting 

NIL 

3. Update on the AP OCR and Travel & Expenses Project (Trevor Langtry) 

- Trevor noted the following: 

- The electronic AP workflow implemented and tested in JCSMR since March was finished up at the 

end of May. 

- There were lots of great feedback and recommendations. The team will re-assess the layers in the 

process and finalise the workflows. This also includes trying out the suggested changes in the screen 

layout and further testing on it. 

- The plan is to be able to roll this out to Share Services in July and other areas in September. 

- The new travel process is also at the final stage. Travel form will get reviewed and there will be 

travel request testing done on the new software BPM (Business Process Modelling from Oracle) 

- CAP has volunteered to try out the process in the next month. 

 

4. TM1 Update (Trevor Langtry and Melissa Abberton) 

- Melissa adviced the following: 

- There will be a meeting between Mel, Trevor, Jaya, Peter and the vendor for TM1 on Wednesday 19 

June. 

- The TM1 meeting will address all the current issues, especially the practise of Grant Budgeting, 

which is common concern of many colleges. 

- Budget review templates have been sent out to area and these are due back on Friday. 

 



 
5. FBT and Tax update(Luke Beckett)  

-  Luke noted the following: 

- The FBT will be lodged on Monday 24th June and the charge will be journaled out next week 

- Finance admins with tax questions are welcome to organise appointment with Luke to go through 

their tax related queries and confusion. 

 

6. SPF and HERDC (Luke Beckett) 

-  Luke advised the following: 

- HERDC return packs are finalising and to be finished by 30th June 

- All Special Purpose funds should be reported on an accrual basis. (ie: all income & expenses occur 

in 2013, but pay/receive in 2014, must be report as 2013) 

- Finalisation of acquittals and projects should be checked with SPF team for consistent procedures. 

 

7. Student Load Modelling 

- Melissa noted the following: 

- The major change in the new student load report would be the separation of commencing load and 

continuing load for full fee paying students 

- The report will be sent out to areas in mid-July, arranged by AOU code 

- This report is due back in August 

 

8. Other Matter  

-  Kerryn (COS) noted the following: 

- COS is currently undergoing some admin restructure to integrate research and finance work 

environment 

- The college is looking at an effective approach to collect grant data and efficient communication 

between researcher and finance admin to reduce the research variation in Aries 

- COS believes that Lorraine’s coming up training will contribute greatly to this process 

 

- Graeme (RCC): 

- UAS is currently working on the NRAR (National Rental Affordability Return) as a number of the 

University's accommodation locations are covered by this scheme. The NRAS is an incentive which 

allows the University to offer accommodation to eligible students at a rate below market value. 



Graeme explained the inflexibility of managing room rates for these areas as they must be rented to 

eligible low to moderate income earners at a minimum of 20 per cent below market rates. 

- RCC’s next project is the Tariff modelling. 

 

- DRSS 

- It is essential to inform Student Services early of any changes on Visa and Scholarship information. 

 

- CBE 

- Admin review for CBE will be submitted on Friday 21 June.  

 

- ITS 

- Desktop service charges have been sent to areas 

- Data Access Charge will be sent out in mid July for next year’s budget. The charge will be sent out 

with the number of ports and mapping for areas to verify. 

 

-L&A 

- Libraries have been working on the improvements for the Integrated Library Management System 

(ILMS) software. This software mainly uses for purchasing books and renewing access & 

collections in the libraries. The improvement will aim to reduce manual and duplicate processes, 

increase accuracy of encumbrances in ESP and boost efficiency of payments (especially to overseas 

vendors).  

- The change will be implementing in July. 

 

 

The meeting concluded at 1:45 pm 
 

 


