
 

 

Finance Managers’ Meeting 

Tuesday 13 November 2012 

Minter Ellison Room, Law School 

Present: David Sturgiss (F&BS), Peter Shipp (F&BS), Melissa Abberton (F&BS), Jaya Ganasan (F&BS), 

Lorraine Piper (F&BS), Luke Beckett (F&BS), Jacqueline Koch (HR), Tim Bateman (F&S), Vanessa 

Quigley (DOI), Janice Carruthers (Endowment), Matt Talbot (CASS), Kerryn Blagdon (COS), Renee Brand 

(CECS), Anne Millward (CBE), Robyn White (CAP), Graeme Lindner (RCC),  Charles Mazvidza 

(DR&SS), Marko Rakic (F&BS). 

Apologies: Emma Lipton (UNIHS) 

1. Welcome 

The meeting commenced at 12.30pm.  David Sturgiss chaired the meeting.   

2. Matters Outstanding from Prior Meeting 

 SPF – NHMRC, ARC and Deliotte Audits 

3. Projects  

- Jaya noted the following: 

- That system testing will be conducted in December for the travel and expenditure module; 

- A procure to pay purchase order system and better inventory management module has been 

developed and will also be tested in December;  

- A review of the student fee invoicing policies and procedures is being finalised; and 

- It was recommended and agreed that some training be conducted for shared services users on how to 

operate and retrieve data from the OCR module. 

4. TM1 Forecasting 

-  Jaya and Mel noted the following: 

- FMR are testing TM1 in house and with finance managers; 

- Test scenarios are available, some colleges are using forecasting (which is still being developed and 

tested) and some are using YTD; and 

- Packs for TM1 are being created by FMR and will be released by COB Friday, 16th of November. 

5. University Finance Officers Group Meeting Debrief 

-  Peter noted the following: 

‐ That a lot of new issues and ideas had come out of the meeting such as the following: 

- Forecasting income of proposed grants; 

- Costing development and trends; 

- Non-government funding and commercial opportunities; 



 

 

- Universities capacity to borrow and debt funding; and 

- AASB 9 Issues.   

6. Finance Forum 28 November 

-  David noted the following: 

- That a draft agenda has been sent out;  

- That any proposals can be forwarded to Margret Eichholzer; and 

- Forum will be focused on year end issues; 

7. Chart of Accounts 

-  Peter noted the following: 

- Proposals are being accepted for changes to the chart of accounts; 

- Cut off for feedback on chart of account is Friday, 16th of November:and 

- Sundry/Miscellaneous expenses will be removed from chart of accounts; 

8. Year End  

-  Peter noted the following: 

- Finance packs have been sent out the first stage of the packs are due on the 7th of December; 

- Stock takes need to be finalised; 

- Interim audit of financial statements is currently in process and the final audit is to be conducted in 

February; and 

- Ensure the descriptions in the AP vouchers are segregated between 2012 and 2013 related 

expenditure; 

9. Budgets 

-  Mel noted the following: 

- First drafts of budgets to be submitted by end of November (In TM1); 

- Finance Committee is on the 23rd of November; and 

- The development of S, Q and E budgets via TM1 are still in process. 

10. General Business 

-  Lorraine noted the following; 

- That a meeting will be held with the Research Services Division to discuss the NHMRC and ARC 

end of year process and on addressing eligible expenditure; and 

- Costs have been centralised for teaching/research in the ledger rather than being distributed across 

the ledger. 

 
The meeting concluded at 1:30pm 


