
ANU HDR SUPERVISION:
POLICY AND PRACTICE UPDATE 2026

In this Update (March 2026; 9 slides):

▪ Key policy and practice updates for 2026:
1. Revised Procedure: HDR - Supervision
2. Revised Procedure: HDR – thesis formats and editing 
3. Revised Procedure: HDR – candidature
 

▪ Resources to support good practice:
4. ANU Insight reporting – HDR Supervision
5. ANU HDR Supervision Portal - Sharepoint and Canvas sites
6. Other resources supporting HDR supervisors and candidates
7. Resources on the HDR Supervision Portal

HDR Supervision Development Team
Office of the Pro Vice-Chancellor (Research Training)
e: hdr.supervision@anu.edu.au    
w: services.anu.edu.au/research-support/hdr-supervision-development 
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Outlines:
▪ Roles & responsibilities of supervisory panels 

▪ Appointment process for panel members, & management of absences

▪ HDR Supervision Framework, & registration & renewal requirements

Specifically (clause 19) precludes supervision by:
▪ domestic partners or family members of the candidate or other panel 

members 

1. Revised Procedure: HDR - supervision

policies.anu.edu.au/ppl/document/ANUP_012813
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2. Revised Procedure: HDR – thesis formats ... 

policies.anu.edu.au/ppl/document/ANUP_8624417
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3. Revised Procedure: HDR – candidature

Procedure: Higher Degree by Research – Candidature | https://anu365.sharepoint.com/sites/HDR-Handbook/SitePages/Milestones.aspx

▪ Revised Milestone structure; more consistent language
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ANU Insight Reporting  summarises your HDR supervision registration 
status, 
your supervisory roles, and milestone details of candidates whom you 
supervise.

From the Insight home page, choose ‘Research’ then ‘Research 
Students’:

More information: https://services.anu.edu.au/information-technology/software-systems/insight 

4. ANU Insight – HDR Supervision reporting 

https://insight.anu.edu.au/
https://insight.anu.edu.au/
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The HDR Supervision Portal has migrated to an ANU Sharepoint site;

a linked Canvas site hosts Supervising Doctoral Studies and Workshop 
recordings.

6

5a. HDR Supervision: Sharepoint & Canvas sites

https://anu365.sharepoint.com/sites/HDRSupervisionPortal


CHOOSE A SLIDE STYLE FROM 

1. Home tab

2. New Slide

3. Choose layout

4. If layout goes awry, select Reset

TEXT

There are 5 levels of formatted text available.

Please move between text  levels using the 

increase/decrease button on the menu above.

CHANGE SLIDE BACKGROUND

1. Design Menu

2. Format Background

3. Picture or Texture Fill

4. Find image 

REPLACE IMAGE IN SHAPE OR ON PAGE

1. Right click on image

2. Change Picture

3. Select your image

OR

1. Delete the image

2. Click on icon

3. Find the new image

TO REPOSITION IMAGE WITHIN SHAPE 

1. Click on image

2. Format menu

3. Click on Crop button

4. To fit the whole image inside select FIT

5. To use only a portion select FILL then crop, move 

or resize image to show properly within shape.

ADD/CHANGE FOOTER

1. Insert Menu

2. Header & Footer

3. Tick to activate/Untick to remove

4. Change text

Our Canvas site hosts Supervising Doctoral Studies and Workshop recordings,

and a copy of the reading packs. Register before first use at the Sharepoint 
portal.
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5b. HDR Supervision: Sharepoint & Canvas sites

https://anu365.sharepoint.com/sites/HDRSupervisionPortal
https://anu365.sharepoint.com/sites/HDRSupervisionPortal


CHOOSE A SLIDE STYLE FROM 

1. Home tab

2. New Slide

3. Choose layout

4. If layout goes awry, select Reset

TEXT

There are 5 levels of formatted text available.

Please move between text  levels using the 

increase/decrease button on the menu above.

CHANGE SLIDE BACKGROUND

1. Design Menu

2. Format Background

3. Picture or Texture Fill

4. Find image 

REPLACE IMAGE IN SHAPE OR ON PAGE

1. Right click on image

2. Change Picture

3. Select your image

OR

1. Delete the image

2. Click on icon

3. Find the new image

TO REPOSITION IMAGE WITHIN SHAPE 

1. Click on image

2. Format menu

3. Click on Crop button

4. To fit the whole image inside select FIT

5. To use only a portion select FILL then crop, move 

or resize image to show properly within shape.

ADD/CHANGE FOOTER

1. Insert Menu

2. Header & Footer

3. Tick to activate/Untick to remove

4. Change text

▪ HDR Handbook
- the primary resource for HDR candidates

▪ HDR Industry Engagement
- supporting external engagement and career development for HDR candidates

▪ Researcher Development
- the hub for HDR support, skills training, and research success 

▪ Statistical Support Network
- supporting researchers in statistical aspects of their research

You may find these blogs and resources of interest:

• Supervising PhDs (Dr Kay Guccione, University of Glasgow) 
• The Thesis Whisperer (Prof Inger Mewburn, ANU)
• What makes PhD students happy? Nature 22.10.2025
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6. HDR Supervision: other resource sites

https://anu365.sharepoint.com/sites/HDR-Handbook
https://anu365.sharepoint.com/sites/HDR-Handbook
https://anu365.sharepoint.com/sites/HDR-IndustryEngagement
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https://supervisingphds.wordpress.com/
https://supervisingphds.wordpress.com/
https://thesiswhisperer.com/
https://thesiswhisperer.com/
https://www.nature.com/articles/d41586-025-03416-7
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7. ANU HDR Supervision Resources – reminders
Access the RRRR module here, & Inclusive & Respectful Communities resources here.
▪ Completion of any of these activities qualifies as a registration renewal activity.
Through the HDR Supervision Portal and Canvas sites, you can access:
1. the Supervising Doctoral Studies package, comprising: 

▪ a diagnostic tool to help make best use of the resources, 
and 10 modules which address key topics in HDR supervision.

▪  Completion of any 2 modules qualifies as a registration renewal activity.
2. Blogs and Reading Packs on topics of common interest, including:

Candidate wellbeing  | Cohort supervision | Disrespectful relationships | Examination | Expectations & boundaries |
First Nations candidates & topics | HDR carers | Oral examination |Panel supervision | Reflective practice | 
Remote supervision | Supervision in the culturally-diverse academy | Writing groups 

▪ Completion of 1 Reading Pack qualifies as a registration renewal activity.

3. Recordings of workshops, including:
Enhancing employability | Ethics & Integrity | Managing supervisory relationships | Mental health

▪ Listening to 1 recording qualifies as a registration renewal activity.

9 More information: contact the HDR Supervision Development Team, or your HDR Convener; see Research News each month  

https://www.anu.edu.au/students/health-safety-wellbeing/respectful-relationships/education-training-and-events/rights
https://www.anu.edu.au/students/health-safety-wellbeing/respectful-relationships/iarc-training-catalogue
mailto:hdr.supervision@anu.edu.au
https://anu365.sharepoint.com/sites/ResearchandInnovation/SitePages/Newsletter.aspx
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