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Safety & Wellbeing	Number #10	17 Nov. 2025

Decorative Coloured Sands, ACCC Product Safety Recall

Background
The Australian Competition and Consumer Commission (ACCC) has published recall notices for coloured sand products that may contain asbestos.

Decorative coloured sand, available in a range of colours, has been widely used for open-ended art, craft activities and sensory play. According to ACCC products descriptions and item codes, these products were sold across Australia between 2020 and 2025 through various suppliers listed by the ACCC.

The recall was initiated after laboratory testing detected tremolite asbestos, a naturally occurring asbestos (NOA), in some samples. As of 12 November 2025, no respirable asbestos fibres have been identified in the tested samples. The release of respirable fibres is considered unlikely in the sand’s current state unless it is mechanically processed (e.g., crushed or pulverized). Asbestos is a prohibited substance in Australia. 

While not everyone exposed to asbestos will develop an asbestos-related illness, the risk increases with repeated exposure. It is therefore essential to minimise any further contact. 

Based on the current information, clinical assessment is not recommended for individuals who may have come into contact with these products. 


Recommendations
If you suspect that these products are present in an ANU facility, or if you are contacted by a supplier regarding the recalled items:
· Cease use immediately.
· Identify and isolate the product location. Restrict access by turning off air conditioners and ceiling fans and closing windows and doors in the potentially contaminated area.
· Report the incident by lodging a Figtree Incident and contacting the Safety & Wellbeing (S&W) Team via whs@anu.edu.au.
· Licensed asbestos assessor engaged (local area and/or S&W). The assessor will evaluate the risk, recommend appropriate remediation, and determine whether a licensed asbestos removalist is required.
· Obtain clearance certification. Once removal work is completed to the assessor’s satisfaction, a clearance certificate will be issued.

Additional Information
· WorksafeACT: Asbestos contamination confirmed in coloured sand product.
· Asbestos Safety & Eradication Agency: Customers warned of recall children’s sand due to asbestos risks.
· ACCC Product Safety: Safe disposal and health information for consumers with recalled sand products | ACCC Product Safety. 
· Comcare: Asbestos and dust conditions



Take down: 3-6 months from issue date                                    Intended Audience: All ANU
Contact: whs@anu.edu.au for additional information
Authorised by: Deputy Chief People Officer - Safety and Wellbeing
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